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Texas Public Health Association Hears About 
Disease 


paper the contribution the local health unit the prevention 
Hansen’s disease illustrated with kodachrome slides was presented the con- 
vention the Texas Public Health Association, meeting Galveston, Texas 
February 20, 1951 Fred Kluth, Corpus Christi, Texas, Research Epide- 
miologist, the Leonard Wood Memorial, currently working Texas with the 
State Board Health and the U.S. Public Health Service. 

Texas one three states the U.S. where shows tendency per- 
petuate itself. coincidence, Dr. Kluth’s paper was presented Galveston, 
oldest known foci the state, where the first case was reported 1889. 
There are today four main Texas, Galveston, San Antonio, Browns- 


ville and Corpus Christi. ED. 
Here are Dr. Kluth’s opening comments: 


Unconsciously most people have allowed their thinking 
about leprosy influenced popular fictional stories 
and true stories doubtful validity. good story gen- 
erally has villain and difficult situation, usually the 
meaner and more unreasonable the villain the more impos- 
sible the situation, the better the story. Leprosy has been cal- 
led upon frequently both serve villain and the dif- 
ficult situation, and authors have taken advantage their 
artistic license the fullest make leprosy appear bad and 
their stories sound good. The run the mill leprosy case 
nowhere near horrible drawn fiction, fact many 
patients cannot detected the inexperienced eye. 

Before modern methods treatment less than half the 


patients developed serious deformity and perhaps 
recovered with disability. With modern treatment the out- 
look for patients even brighter. Increasing numbers pa- 
tients with arrested disease are returning occupations 
which make them contributors social welfare instead 
recipients. 

Contagiousness leprosy has been much exaggerated. 
Actually low order. Young children the house- 
hold lepromatous type case run the greatest risk in- 
fection, but this lower than the risk infection tuber- 
culosis similar circumstances. Physicians, nurses and at- 
tendants working leprosaria rarely contract the disease 
although daily contact with cases. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater in- 
fants and young children, and decreases with age. 
also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 
milial. continental United States, endemic foci are 
limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
tvphoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
vear old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


Prints pictures THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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Mail Bag 


daughter, Dr. Eleanor Alexander- 
Jackson has just shown the marked 
copy your February, 1951, number, 
and enclose herewith check for 
year’s subscription. Apparently, what 
you say page based news re- 
ports, let epitomize some other 
facts: 

edit series books “Colloid 
Chemistry, Theoretical and Applied”. 
page 327 Vol. VII, (published 
Sept., 1950), Editor’s Note refers 
(among other things) Dr. Jackson’s 
bacteriological work tuberculosis and 
cancer, and then states: “Her prelimi- 
nary paper the cultivation my- 
cobacterium from the blood patients 
suffering from leprosy (Hansen’s dis- 
ease) has just (June, 1950) been sent 
Science for publication. Pure cultures 
these organisms produced lesions mice 
(alopecia, skin and ear lesions) This 
preliminary paper was printed both 
Portugese and English two Bra- 
zilian journals and send you under 
separate cover herewith reprints recently 
received. This paper was sent Brazil 
because astonishment one the 
Editorial Board Science, letter 
dated July but postmarked July 
25th, rejected the paper and stated: 
presume that have attempted the cul- 
tivation some 2,000 blood samples, the 
patients being located the four corn- 
ers the earth, with negative results.” 
This seems indicate that with 
his procedures could have produced 
negative results indefinitely. 


Dr. Jackson life member The 
New York Academy Sciences. But the 
organizers the Symposium you men- 
tion failed inform her that sym- 
posium was planned. The bacteriolog- 
ical papers presented dealt mainly with 
the organism rat leprosy, somewhat 
similar but means identical 
with Hansen’s bacillus. few days be- 
fore the meeting Dr. Jackson was told 
that she could enter the discussion; but 
she did not wish present the results 
her three years work with the real 
Hansen’s bacillus this manner. This 
she did the Jan. 4th, 1951 meeting 
the N.Y. Section the Society Amer- 
ican Bacteriologists. 


the member your laboratory 
whose opinions you print had only read 
Dr. Jackson’s papers, she would have 
seen that Koch’s postulates were ful- 
filled: (1) The organism was isolated 
pure culture; (2) produced char- 
acteristic disease and pathology mice; 
(3) The organism pure culture was 
recovered from the diseased mice. The 
skin and other tests mentioned are sup- 
plementary evidence, addition 
Koch’s postulates. Mice inoculated with 
Dr. Jackson’s pure cultures Hansen’s 
bacillus transmitted the disease the 


third generation, consonant with the 
view expressed the 1938 Cairo Con- 
ference Leprosy, printed page 
your February, 1951 number. 

Jerome Alexander, Sc. 
New York, N.Y. 


The member our laboratory staff 
whose opinion printed when com- 
menting Dr. Jackson’s work 
New Research—page six, STAR, Feb- 
ruary read the above letter and also 
Dr. Jackson’s preliminary paper with 
much interest. However, after reading 
the paper, while still hopeful, she not 
yet inclined accept Dr. Jackson’s 
claim “cultivation the germ” until 
the work has been confirmed other 
scientists. 

THE STAR would like see Dr. 
Jackson working the Carville lab- 
oratory for period time. Here 
have the clinical material etc., etc., and 
once her work received recognition from 
this point, the hub the 
would prove beyond reasonable doubt 
that Dr. Jackson had succeeded, 
many other scientists have failed. 

ED. 


This department receipt your 
issue March 1951, which has been en- 
joyed have all previous issues. 


would like, however, take some 
exception parts the Editorial 
Page 10, signed S.S. hearty 
sympathy with this editorial and with 
your over-all campaign divorce the 
clinical condition, Hansen’s disease, 
from the more lurid 
picture Biblical derivation which 
has been kept alive the public press. 
regrettable, however, that, your 
justifiable concern over the odious 
headlines which you object, you failed 
learn some the counter publicity 
which this Department attempted 
distribute. enclosing two clippings 
wire releases which appeared 
most the papers Ohio and_ which 
somewhat better job pointing 
out the true facts. might point out, 
addition, that the lack poor pub- 
licity the case the Ottawa County 
individual was due this Department’s 
stand and backing the local Health 
Commissioner emphasizing that the 
disease not contagious cause for 
alarm. 


The final point exception—the two 
Ohio physicians who accompanied the 
patients Baton Rouge and flew back 
Ohio were members this Depart- 
ment. You failed point out that they 
arrived Baton Rouge late Satur- 
day afternoon after trip greatly length- 
ened weather conditions and that 
their National Guard pilot was required 
take off immediately for the return 
trip order avoid serious weather 
conditions. think only fair point 


out that these two physicians spent most 
their weekend get these patients 
out the glare publicity and into 
sympathetic atmosphere and know 
personally that both them were 
quite disappointed not being able 
visit the hospital. 

tively rare Ohio, true that the 
general public and most practicing phy- 
sicians have little first-hand knowledge. 
This would include the inmates the 
State Penitentiary who, knowledge 
not, are always inclined create excite- 
ment relief from their tedious exis- 
tence. 

Keep good fight. are with 
you one hundred per cent, but please 
not strike out blindly your fight. 

John Porterfield, M.D. 
Director Health 
Columbus, Ohio 


The publicity which Dr. Port- 
erfield refers discussed page 
ED. 


wife and arrived Germany 
November 1950 from Indonesia, 
suffering for many years from Hansen’s 
disease. contracted disease during 
internment Dehra Dun, P., 
India and wife contracted 1936 
contracted the disease from wife 
not. What your opinion? lived 
Indonesia for thirty-six years and 
wife was born there. was born Ger- 
many and German subject. 

first saw copies THE STAR 
Indonesia. 

Tropengenesungsheim Tubingen 
Anthoney Henry Massing 
Wurtenburg, West Germany 


extremely unlikely that Mr. 
contracted from his wife, for despite 
the generally accepted theory that 
contracted from prolonged and intimate 
contact with infected individual, the 
incidence marital infection the world 
over said from two five per 
cent and most such cases, Mr. 
and Mrs. M’s both parties came from 
lived endemic areas. the 
based admissions Carville, marital 
infection rarely occurs. 


According reports German nation- 
als living countries where en- 
demic, such Brazil, seem have 
greater susceptibility than nat- 
from other countries. also in- 
teresting note that among patients 
admitted Carville from Texas, there 
relatively high percentage native 
born Texans German parentage. 


THE STAR being sent Mr. Mas- 
being sent many other patients with 
throughout the world. 
graph Mr. and Mrs. Massing appears 
page ED. 
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early March, Raymond Pog- 
ge, M.D., (above) returned Louisi- 
ana attend the New Orleans Post- 
Graduate Medical Assembly. Being 
close Carville where had 
served for four years (1942-46) 
member the resident medical staff, 
Dr. Pogge managed squeeze 
visit this hospital. Upon his arrival, 
Dr. Pogge checked through the re- 


sults found there. When got 


out the walks found reason for 
further gratification. said later 
that found patients looking extre- 
mely well; fact, there had been 
much improvement some met 
that had stop and think order 
identify them. 

not interesting any more,” 
said, and added quickly, “that is, 
scientifically speaking, course.” 
Such statement reveals Dr. Pogge’s 
real interest which research, and 
the sulphone drugs having removed 
the question cure from the lives 
most patients, the great challenge has 
been removed for him. fortunate 
though that Dr. Pogge joined the Car- 
ville staff when did, because 
was his enthusiasm and confidence 
the new drugs critical period 
their experimental use here which 
was largely responsible for continuing 
this therapy here, and lead the ul- 
timate success sulfone therapy 
the “treatment choice” for Han- 
sen’s disease. Now has moved 
into field medical research, 
where there greater scope for the 
expression his interests; and 
that field has had such important 
influence upon the lives the pa- 
tients Carville, should like 
give you his brief outline chemical 
some pharmaceutical manufacturers. 

* * * 

Since leaving the Carville Marine 
Hospital have had very enjoyable 
and instructive period five years with 
industry. was with Merck and Co. 
Inc., Rahway, for four years and 
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Raymond Pogge, M.D. 


for the past year have been charge 
the clinical research program The 
Wm. Merrell Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
have quite variety new pro- 
ducts under study and maybe some 
them will ultimately potential 
value your hospital. 

The number people involved 
the various research teams required for 
the development new drug really 
quite impressive—especially compari- 
son with the days the classical research 
men who worked essentially alone with 
products prepared and studied them- 
selves, usually under rather hostile cir- 
cumstances. 

Probably the most important team 
concerned with medical research today 
the group that plans the research 
program for large drug house. our 
case fortunate enough one 
about six eight people who meet 
irregular intervals direct the over- 
all research program. 

After the general policy research 
has been established, the next group 
(chronologically) get into project 
usually group organic chemists. 
the case drug like Promin, 
(Parke-Davis, Detroit) these men are 
chemists who make some- 
thing the laboratory that never ex- 
isted before. the case streptomycin, 
(Merck) this original team made 
largely microbiologists, although 
the chemists are very important first 
purification and later (as the case 
dihydrostreptomycin made from strep- 
tomycin) the preparation related 
compounds, many which are often 
safer more effective than the original. 

The third group usually concerned 
with development new drug 
made pharmacologists who usu- 
ally two general types animal 
studies. The first necessary work 
out the toxicity. The amount that 
likely kill animal when given 
large single dose determined for 
least several species (usually the mouse, 
rat, rabbit, cat, dog, and preferably also 
the monkey) and then the results 
continued treatment for many months 
are studied make certain that there 
cumulative toxicity. the case 
drug like Promin the chronic toxicity 
very important since number 
people have now been given the drug 
for substantial period time. This 
could not have been done without prop- 
preliminary studies animals. 

addition the toxicity work 
(which indicates whether not new 
substance can given human sub- 
jects, and, so, approximately what 
dose) the pharmacologists work out the 
routine actions the compound the 
various organs the body. the drug 
proposed antibacterial agent, 


the sensitivity various bacteria de- 
termined. addition effects upon blood 
pressure, respiration, and innumerable 
other details are established. 

Next, conference held and the 
probable uses, routes administration, 
danger signals, etc. are discussed well 
the probable dose. result de- 
cisions held the conference (which 
one the most interesting types that 
ever attended) the pharmaceutical 
chemists start work preparing the 
finished form. They study the sterility 
and stability parenteral solutions, 
the tastes syrups, the behaviour 
tablets and capsules under various con- 
ditions moisture and temperature (to 
make certain that product made 
Cincinnati will still the same subs- 
tance after subjected the char- 
acteristic weather conditions New 
Orleans, for example) 

When the pharmaceutical chemists 
are satisfied that they can make pro. 
duct the form desired and that 
the product satisfactory, then, and 
only then department into 
the picture. estimate the probable 
needs and then carry out series con- 
ferences, usually with clinical investi- 
gators the large medical schools (or 
with the medical officer charge 
Marine Hospital where the drug 


will tried) and preliminary studies 


are planned. The first 
determine the dose, which means that 
usually give about one-tenth much 
the drug think will needed 
and work gradually. 

Expanding the studies usually follows, 
and the nature such expansion varies 
with the product. Once the Company 
convinced that something safe and ef- 
fective, and that there real need for 
the product, arrange many studies 
possible many different medical 
schools and large clinics possible. 
the case one product which seems 
certain type cancer have about 
fifty major studies progress pre- 
sent, including three Canada and one 
even Australia. The reports from 
these studies serve several purposes: 
(1) They confirm our original find- 
ings that know the drug useful 
and safe; (2) They supply with re- 
ports sent the Food Drug Admin- 
istration Washington our New 
Drug Application sort official re- 
quest for the privilege selling the 
product) and they serve the basis 
for reports that will published the 
medical journals that the doctors 
general wiil read about the new product 
and will prescribe it. 

Our advertising department, course, 
quotes from the published reports and 
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Mrs. 


Editor’s foreword: Mr. and Mrs. arrived this hospital the last day March. After several days here, Mrs. returned her home 
the North with their two teen-age daughters. When school out, Mrs. and her daughters hope move South that they can visit here 
occasionally, Their move depends upon finding suitable living quarters and employment. Mr. not advanced case and they have every 
reason optimistic about his early discharge from this hospital. Mrs. has fine personality and keen observer. She has set down here, 
her own words, her impressions what happened her and her family, average Americans, with the hope that her story will helpful elimi- 
nating unnecessary and embarrassing archaic travel regulations. 


husband World War veteran. 
For several years had tried find 
out Chicago and Indianapolis just 
what was the matter with his skin. 
During the winter 1950-51, caught 
severe cold; pneumonia and compli- 
cations developed and was taken 
Coldsprings Veterans Hospital 

His condition was serious. 
Later, while convalescing, asked 
have his skin condition corrected. Dur- 
ing the examination, Doctor Brown, 
just from the Philippines, diagnosed 
his case Hansen’s disease. was called 
the hospital immediately and told his 
destination was Carville. was not fa- 
miliar with the disease were 
contagious, but upon being bluntly told, 
“Your husband has leprosy,” strangely 
enough silently thanked God was 
not cancer. Perhaps was 
intuition something that 
had read and subconsciously remem- 
bered that prompted reaction. 

Then began the task breaking the 
news,to him that have 
milder climate and hospitalized 
over period time. This, our case, 
was easy had often spoken 
leaving the cold northland for sunny 
climate. The next thing was tell him 
about Hansen’s disease and tell him 
gently possible. This was complicated 
that awful word “leprosy.” was 
glad know that there was hospital 
treating disease successfully, 
and eagerly looked forward the 
trip Carville. 

was confined his room and any- 
one going was required put 
gown, mask and use disinfectant. This 
irked both and were greatly 
relieved when Dr. Brown told the hos- 
pital staff that wasn’t necessary 
Hansen’s disease was not highly con- 
tagious but feebly communicable. How- 
ever, confinement one room was con- 
tinued until left for Carville. 

While waiting for Ed’s transfer, 
happened pick Reader’s Digest 
and read the condensation that won- 
derful book, Miracle Carville. 
wrote Dr. Johansen and replied 
with most reassuring letter and sent 
copy booklet, Introducing You 
Carville which was very informative. 

There was shortage doctors and 
nurses Coldsprings Veterans Hospital 
was asked accompany husband 
the trip South. welcomed this op- 


portunity seeing the 
pital for myself. Transportation was ar- 
ranged and were given copy 
“Regulations Regarding Transfer 
Leprosy Patients.” was also asked 
napkins, cups, and cheap table silver 
that china and silver belonging the 
dining car would not used. solu- 
tion chlorinated soda was provided 
added water the buckets for 
washing Fd’s dishes. besides leaving 
the city with luggage had carry 
four buckets and shopping bag— what 
sight was with all this paraphe- 
nalia. 

were provided with bedroom 
the pullman. The lower was made 
for when climbed aboard. With 
all the extras was required take 
along were jammed are cattle 
boxcar. The porter brought 
folding metal chair, there was other 
place sit. The meals served the 
train were delicious but upon receipt 
meal order signed Carville, La., the 
porter showed signs fear. did not 
mingle with other passengers and our 
fellow travelers were unaware 
illness. 

had three hour stop over be- 
tween trains and while had been 
given such orders, did not min- 
gle with others the depot. went into 
the lunchroom get dinner packed 
take the train with us, avoid an- 
other bout with frightened porters and 
waiters. told the “Harvey girl” that 
husband was ill and shall never forget 
her kind remark she gave the meal, 
well wrapped, “Good luck, hope 
will soon recover.” may not have 
meant much her but’ never 
know how encouraged dif- 
ficult journey. 

boarded the second train and 
representative the railroad came rush- 
ing in—he had his orders and knew all 
about us—saying he’d call the porter 
make the bed. asked him leave 
until later for wanted relax 
the seats and enjoy our meal. order- 
beer with our food and talked 
the charming girl who had wished 
well, our plans for the future, and how 
the girls and would move South 
near Fd. Thus completely relaxed 
had the porter fix the berths, kissed 
goodnight and climbed into the upper. 
lay there thinking surely God was good 


for perhaps there were only few 
who misunderstood Ed’s illness. 

Next morning chatted gaily the 
train sped through the green South. The 
porter was called make the berths 
compartment while worked. 
gathered the linens cautioned him, 
“Bud, don’t take the linens away. They 
are left here and disinfected before 
the room used again.” fled! made 
the berths myself and turned them 
back give sitting room. rang 
for the porter for breakfast. rang 
for two solid hours, then came 
through the passageway and stood 
safe distance. told him send the 
waiter, patient was very hungry. 
disappeared and thirty minutes later 
picked tray and started for the 
diner. was midway the third coach 
when the porter appeared, hands held 
stop me, “Missus, dun order 
the waiter in, back, come.” 
stood ground, “My patient going 
eat have into the diner 
myself get breakfast!” was assured 
the waiter would out returned 
our compartment. The waiter came and 
also stood safe distance away—but 
when the meal was served his hand 
didn’t fail clutch the money was 
given tip. 

were met New Orleans 
Public Health conveyance 
Carville. The kind friendliness shown 
immediately eased the memories 
the past days’ experiences. The doctors, 
and patients were all very 
cheerful that felt home. 

wonder how many cases diseases, act- 
ually dangerous the public, had 
rubbed elbows with. Yet they were free 
travel without restrictions. only 
someone well informed about Hansen’s 
disease and the new treatments Car- 
ville, would travel about our country, 
lecturing and showing pictures, just 
they for cancer, tuberculosis and 
polio, perhaps time might educate 
people not afraid but help Han- 
sen’s disease patients 
health and give them opportunity, 
when cured, resume their place 
society. 

Help passing THE STAR 
your friends and neighbors, place 
your local library. 
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Technical Sergeant Jimmie Owen 


Hundreds American boys who were 
prisoners war the Philippine Is- 
lands, are alive today largely because 
the “dauntless spirit self-sacrifice, 
untiring devotion duty and unwaver- 
ing courage” one man, strapping 
six foot Technical Sergeant 
Army’s Medical Corp, Jimmie Owen 
from Sweetwater, Texas, now patient 
this hospital, scrapping regain his 
own health. 

Earlier this year Sergeant Owen drove 
his own car Carville from Los An- 
geles, where had been for 
three months the Wadsworth General 
V.A. Hospital. went Wads- 
worth after his case was diagnosed 
Hansen’s disease dermatologist who 
had served India where had seen 
many cases the disease. 

After his liberation and return the 
states February 1945, Owen spent 
nine months Birmingham General 
V.A. Hospital, Van Nuys, California, 
where was treated for various tropical 
diseases and cor..eal ulcer, which almost 
destroyed the sight his right eye while 
was still the prison camp. Upon 
his discharge 1946 from the Van Nuys 
hospital, Sergeant Owen returned 
duty the Beaumont Army Hospital, 
Paso, Texas where had begun his 
army career eight years before. After 
only few months duty, Owen was 
honorably discharged from the 
Army with 60% service connected dis- 
ability. 

There was girl waiting California 
Jimmie didn’t need Horace Greely’s 
advice west. They were married 
and the ex-Sergeant found job chef 
large hotel. the service was 
hospital mess Sergeant. Almost imme- 
diately his feet began bother him. 
Jim attributed this the effects beri- 
beri which had caused him end 
trouble his legs and feet and for 
which had been treated during his 
years Cabanatuan prison camp. The 
commanding officer the Cabanatuan 
hospital, Colonel North, with 
whom got touch, was the same 
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opinion and gave Jim affidavit 
that effect. But Jim says V.A. doctors 
Los Angeles would not accept the Colo- 
nel’s affidavit. 

After X-raying Jim’s feet they said 
they could find deformity bone 
structure. They offered treatment. 
But the foot trouble 
sisted and during the next four years 
Jim trudged wearily from doctor 
doctor trying find relief and trying 
hold his job. When reddish 
numb spot appeared one foot late 
1950, consulted the dermatologist 
who made the diagnosis. 

“Only two doctors the staff the 
Wadsworth General V.A. Hospital had 
ever seen case Hansen’s disease,” 
Jim says, chief their dermatolog- 
ical section was one them. told 
that did not know how treat it, 
but that doctors hospital down 
Carville, La., specialize treating this 
disease with some new drugs which were 
curing it. Naturally, was eager 
Carville. Weeks passed, then months. 
wasn’t being transferred and was not 
getting any treatment. Dr. Chapman 
the Los Angeles Department Health 
who came out Wadsworth General 
talk with said there was train that 
took patients Carville irregular in- 
tervals. got tired waiting and decid- 
drive own car. The health 
authorities agreed, saying that would 
hasten admission Carville.” 

Sergeant Jim Owen, who speaks from 
bitter experience, and his case conforms, 
with variations, many not most 
Carville patients, including ex-service 
men, feels strongly that there vital 
need for medical men, especially V.A. 
doctors, learn how diagnose Han- 
sen’s disease. 


While must not lose sight the 
fact that here Carville the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service developed the re- 
volutionary new sulfone treatment for 
Hansen’s disease, Jim Owen’s experience 
lends considerable significance rath- 
sharp criticism present day methods 
handling Hansen’s disease cases, par- 
ticularly veterans, Mrs. Getrude 
Hornbostel. letter the New York 
Times (Nov. 18, 1949) and state- 
ment, published recently 1951 
year-book public opinion, Mrs. Horn- 
bostel with her usual forthrightness said, 
“Ex-service men belong veterans’ hos- 
pitals, particularly now that the sulfones 
have changed the picture 
shown over period almost nine 
years that the disease (leprosy) can 
treated and cure available. The pre- 
vailing policy exiling the defenders 
this country inhuman, primitive, 
even childish. Any doctor can learn how 
use the sulfones, they have learned 


Sergeant Texas 


use much more dangerous drugs, and 
can help break the monopoly 
which the Public Health Service exer- 
cises over treatment Hansen’s disease. 
‘passed the buck’ them when 
there was treatment, but there 
now.” 

Jim Owen has never met Gertrude 
Hornbostel but ask him knows 
Major Hornbostel and the usually quiet, 
reserved Sergeant from Texas waxes 
enthusiastic, were together Ba- 
taan and the Cabanatuan prison 
camp. have not seen the Major since 
Cabanatuan days but recently have 
exchanged letters. course, read all 
the sensational stuff the newspapers 
about him, when his wife was sent 
Carville and insisted going with 
her. The papers gave him hero build- 
and called him man remember.’ 
is, but not for that reason. man 
the camp did more keep our 
morale during our years prison than 
Major Hornbostel. 

had laugh when read about 
the Major offering work this hos- 
pital even KP, they would 
let him live here with his wife. He’d 
have done it, too. While were the 
camp did plenty KP. was the 
first time army career that saw 
showed how clean our mess kits 
with ashes and sterilize them over 
open flame; there was soap had. 
had medical supplies, not even 
aspirin. Because his many years 
the tropics, the Major knew how 
treat the sick with native remedies.” 

There were 3,000 patients the Ca- 
banatuan hospital, with appalling 
death rate, until December 1942 when 
American Red Cross medical supplies 
and food came through. While Caba- 
natuan Jim went from 210 106 
pounds but now weighs about 185. 

Jim does not talk great deal about 
his own experiences, the hardships 
endured and the many atrocities was 
forced witness. says, like 
forget these things.” But his seventeen 
decorations tell stirring story. holds 
Good Conduct ribbon; American De- 
fense service ribbon (prewar) with one 
star; Asiatic Pacific ribbon; Distiguished 
Unit award, with three battle stars; six 
overseas bars; Philippine 
bon; Philippine Liberation ribbon; 
Purple Heart and the Bronze Star. His 
citation for the Bronze Star Medal 
speaks eloquently: 

Technical Sergeant Jimmie 
Owen, 6281725, Medical Depart- 
ment, United States Army. For mer- 
itorious achievement connection 
with military operations against the 
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enemy the Philippine Islands 

from June 1942 October 

1944. Serving with hospital 

Military Prison Camp No. Caba- 

natuan, Philippine Islands, Sergeant 

Owen rendered outstanding service 

his fellow soldiers over 

longed period despite the most diffi- 
cult conditions, During the first few 
months, the death rate assumed 
alarming proportions due diph- 
theria epidemic well frequent 
outbreaks dysentery, 
beri-beri and pneumonia, yet Ser- 
geant Owen repeatedly exposed 
himself the ravages these dis- 
eases and his unflinching loyalty 
the patients prevented what might 
have become wholesale decima- 
tion American Prisoners war. 

Handicapped completely in- 

adequate medicinal supply and 

starvation rations, worked un- 
tiringly and faithfully curtail the 
physical and mental deterioration 

which. was becoming apparent 

mong the diseased prisoners. 

courageously continued carry out 
his assigned duties while suffering 
from hunger, illness and exhaus- 
tion. his dauntless spirit self- 
sacrifice, untiring devotion duty 
and unwavering courage the face 
increasingly disheartening con- 
ditions, Sergeant Owen was instru- 
mental saving the lives many 
comrades, and his unselfish service 
exemplified the highest traditions 
the United States Army Medical 

Corps. 

There bright side the story 
the Sergeant from Texas. More than 
likely his hospitalization here will 
comparatively short duration. shows 
visible signs his illness. has the 
neural anesthetic type which 
the so-called communicable element 
locked the nerve. 

Dr. F.A. Johansen, Carville head, has 
stated, “The infectiveness case 
disease depends upon the type 
the disease. There very general 
agreement that the pure anesthetic 
incapable spreading infection even 
endemic areas, because there op- 
portunity such cases for the discharge 
bacilli.” 

until recently, one Jim’s main 
worries was what would after his 
discharge cannot return his old 
profession chef. “That type em- 
ployment out for me,” says. But 
from that angle his worries are over. 

March Jim was notified that 
had been determined that was enti- 
tled wartime service connection for 
his disability Hansen’s disease. This 
disability together with his other service 
connected disabilities adds total 


100% disability rating for which Jim 


adequate compensation 
from grateful government. 

Sergeant Jim Owen has lost time 
making adjustment Carville. 
thinks this excellent hospital. 
For recreation plays tennis and golf. 
spondence courses and will enroll the 
Manuel Arts training program soon 
get under way.. 

ADDENDUM 
THE CASE THE OHIO PRISON 
INMATE WITH 


AP. wire release date lined Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, March quoted Dr. 
C.R. Freeble State Health Department, 
chief, 
later examination had proved the 
man had hang nails, we’d probably have 
had send him some place anyway be- 
cause would never have convinced 
the other prisoners.” Dr. Freeble was 
talking about the Ohio State prison in- 
mate found have Hansen’s disease, 
who got fast parole and flying trans- 
fer Carville, arriving here March 
preceded fanfare sensational 
publicity Ohio papers. 

This the case which com- 
mented editorially (STAR Mar. 1951) 
and the wire release the “counter 
which Dr. Porterfield 
refers (see Mail 

The “counter publicity” which ap- 
peared about days after the man was 
out “the glare publicity”, and in- 
cidently out the state, was certainly 
decided improvement, but even it, left 

applaud the statements, evidently 
coming from the State Health Dept, 
“Actually there wasn’t any 
such speed, experts say. was just that 
age-old superstition about leprosy work- 
ing again.” And, “probably 
disease has many untruths told about 

The wire release emphasized, 
“Why shy from lepers? The common 
ious? thousand times more infectious. 
The “counter publicity” reeked with 
the odious five-letter word, even er- 
roneously designating this hospital 
“Marine Leper Hospital Carville.” 
The odious word has not been part 
the official title this hospital since 
the U.S. Public Health Service took 
over, thirty years ago. 


(March 28, 1951) the Windsor Board 
Health preparing send 25-year 
old displaced person one the 
Dominion’s two Hansenaria. Board 
Health officials said the man reported- 
passed health inspections both when 
left Malta and when entered the 
U.S. route Canada. 

The arrived Canada last May 
from Malta. 


BCG May Pre- 
vent 


New Research” (THE 
STAR, February 1951) gave brief 
resume Dr. Harry Arnold, Jr.’s 
report last December the American 
Academy Dermatology Dr. Max 
Levine’s work BCG Vaccine for Han- 
sen’s disease. Dr. Arnold associated 
with The Clinic, Honolulu, and 
Dr. Levine chief the Territorial 
Department Health’s bureau lab- 
oratories. 

Dr. Arnold has called attention 
inaccuracy our resume, “The resume 
brief report the dermatology 
was accurate except for error 
introduced the original 
vice article (Science News Letter), name- 
ly, the statement that the test was ‘de- 
vised’ Dr. Levine; was not —he 
merely modified slightly from test 
devised Middlebrook and Dubos 
the Rockefeller Institute.” 

understand that Dr. Levine’s find- 
ings were confirmed Major Murphy, 
Army medic Brooks General Hos- 
pital, San Antonio, working with mate- 
rial furnished the Carville hospital. 

The latest press report Dr. Levine’s 
work appears Hugh Lytle’s bylined 
story (Honolulu Advertiser- April 10, 
1951) from which the following 
formation has been extracted. 

Dr. Levine asserts that similarities 
the organisms that cause tuberculosis 
and Hansen’s disease raise increased 
hope that may eventually pre- 
vented shot the arm. 

Studies Dr. Levine indicated that 
blood samples from Hansen’s disease 
patients acted upon specially prepared 
sheep’s blood the same manner did 
tients. This was considered 
that tuberculosis and Hansen’s disease 
organisms were closely related chemi- 
cally. Further evidence bolster Dr. 
Levine’s hope for eventual immuniza- 
tion against Hansen’s disease this: 

has been reported that when chil- 
dren are immunized against tuberculosis 
with special strain the bacilli they 
develop reaction which considered 
indicative resistance against 
Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Levine says, results ex- 
periments open new vistas 
hope for the possibility artificial im- 
munization children Hansen’s dis- 
ease patients control measure 
gainst the spread HD.” 

Leprosy Briefs, issued the Medical 
Department the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial (January 1951) report some 
recent work Dr. Guinto the Philip- 
pines, which indicates some cross im- 
munity between and TB. so, 
Briefs says, “Immunization against TB, 
for example, with BCG, might 
protection against HD.” 
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The Educational Front 


CARVILLE MAKES ESQUIRE 


the April issue Esquire there 
appeared article Robert Ruark, 
“Leprosy: The Old 
featured place the article was held 
down Mrs. Hornbostel, and 
would like use portions her letter 
the author reviewing it. 

“Last night read your article 
Esquire. start with bouquets and use 
the brickbats later. Thanks for won- 
derful article and the complimentary, 
and not complimentary, things you 
said about me, which afraid are all 
true, nevertheless. don’t mind being ex- 
ploited the press, you well know, 
only will help our good cause along. 
sure that the article will far 
toward opening people’s eyes lot 
things they didn’t know about HAN- 
SEN’S DISEASE before. 
would dearly love re- 
educate you the use that word 
too old learn, should say ‘un- 
learn’? don’t know whether you realize 
it, but your article simply larded with 
the word. The only way have 
trying eliminate the word eventually 
call attention every time some- 
one uses it. here the gal with the 
terrible temper, the sweet-faced, greyed, 
plump lady upper middle years, who 
now even plumper than when you 
last saw her, asking you once more: 
PLEASE, call patients victims 
what-have-you, but not 
even though you say common 
usage. The newspapers and magazines 
are the mediums for changing that us- 


Hornbostels Demand 


Two persons who have helped purge 
minds the ancient and hysterical fear so- 
called leprosy, Major and Mrs. Hornbostel 
Long Island, New York are shown here with 
Nancy Craig, left, who interviewed them her 
program March 20. 


result their role Robert 
Ruark’s article, the Major and Mrs. 
Hornbostel were invited appear 
the Nancy Craig show heard the 
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eastern seaboard network the Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Co. Miss in- 
terview the Hornbostels brought out 
once again the familiar story their 
intensely interesting lives, their encount- 
with the dragon leprosy with its 
five ugly heads fear, superstition, 
prejudice, ignorance, and hypocrisy, and 
their determined efforts educate the 
disease. 

THE STAR sends its thank Mr. 
Smith, program director radio sta- 
tion WLCS Baton Rouge, La., for re- 
cording the program and playing for 
listeners this area. 


* * 


March the Major and his Mrs. 
spoke before the Wedding Band, 
young married couples’ group the 


Central Synagogue, Rockville Centre, 


N.Y. Mrs. Hornbostel reports: “During 
our talk, when the translation the 
word, ‘Zaraath’ came up, very learned 
Jewish gentleman raised his hand and 
said: want agree with what you say 
about “Zaraath.” means any kind 
skin disease skin trouble and the 
Jewish laws laid down during the 
time Moses impressed upon the priest- 
hood that they must exercise compas- 
sion for those 

The Hornbostels also appeared betore 
group Mercy Hospital March and 
have two more talks scheduled for April. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


Sister Catherine Sullivan, Assistant 
Visitatrix the Daughters Charity, 
St. Vincent Paul, spoke before the 
ladies St. Paul’s parish Los Angeles 
Feb. 27. The only woman member 
the U.S. Surgeon General’s Commit- 
tee HD, Sister Catherine frequently 
speaks before groups discuss this sub- 
ject. 


First-hand Info 


Not from the jockey, 
mouth, even THE STAR were the 
facts about gathered the 
groups students who journeyed 
Carville during their spring vacation 
get their own information. March 18, 
the Presbyterian Student Group Lou- 
isiana State University, led Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Darwin, visited our community 
and were taken guided tours the 
hospital patients. Mr. Darwin, 
American Legionnaire friend long 
standing and member the Baton 
Rouge State Times printing staff, has 
visited with often and more recently 
connection with our printing prob- 
lems. After the visit, Mrs. Darwin wrote: 
“We are all indeed very grateful you 
and those who made our visit Car- 


— 


ville possible. Please thank the group 
who were kind give their time 
showing over the buildings. Thev 
were all very gracious and left 
there feeling that want every- 
thing possible spread the word about 
Hansen’s disease.” 

Our answer—Dear Mrs. Darwin: Our 
hospitality follows the line all south- 
ern hospitality. always its best 
for those who inspire and merit it. 


April fifteen blue-jeaned teen- 
agers from Gonzales (La.) High School, 
who were picnic the neighbor- 
hood dropped for afternoon call. 
Inasmuch some the people Gon- 
zales, which ten miles from Carville, 
have occasionally shown their opposi- 
tion any new ideas HD, was 
somewhat surprise see the 
younger generation drive up. During the 
tour became evident that youth 
more amenable change than many 
their elders seem be. 


The next day our guides were the very 


young ladies from Cottey College, Ne- 
vada, Missouri, and seven members 
that school’s faculty. spring tour 
which was include Natchez and New 
Orleans, well Carville, the visitors 
were not only interesting but in- 
terested us. The driver for the charter- 
tour seemed especially impressed with 
our community and expressed his ap- 
proval the personal tour method 
educating people HD. Arrange- 
ments for the visit were made Miss 
Marian Kittle, director student activ- 
ities, who used her copies THE 
STAR give the girls pre-visit famil- 
iarity with HD. Miss Kittle became the 
day’s problem child when she and her 
group failed return the bus within 
the time limit she had set for the tour. 
searching party found them con- 
tentedly exchanging opinions with THE 
STAR’s editor. 


Pass THE STAR your friends 
place your local library. 


Around The World 


GERMANY 


“The day will come when will 
thing the past,” said Dr. Albert 
Herrlich article printed Die 
Neue Zeitung, Munich Dec. 20, ‘50. 
Dr. Herrlich, who visited Carville 
July last year was the U.S. one 
fifteen leading German doctors from 
colleges Western Germany, selected 
our U.S. High Commissioner come 
this country for study. his return 
hope the patients there and wrote 
this article contribution the 
education the general public. Dr. 
Herrlich told the article about the 
treatment once accorded the patient 
with Germany. There were 
hospitals care for him and was 
forced outcast and beg for his 
food. All this was because the fear 
the contagiousness the disease. Dr. 
Herrlich wrote the article because 
wanted everyone know the truth 
about HD. went say the 
article that since seeing the results ac- 
complished the U.S. great 
believer the “miracle drugs” and 
hoped that there will more and 
better drugs which will eliminate the 
disease entirely. 


Tropen- 
genesungsheim Tubingen, West 
Germany. See Mail Bag—page for story. 


Further German interest 
shown the Hamburg publication, 
Hor Zu!, which has circulation more 
than million. The chief-editor the 
magazine, Eduard Rhein, writes his 
and have been glad fill his request 
for material and point out current 
trends well human interest sources 
within Germany itself. 


INDIA 


Father Joseph Roche reports from 
Tuticorin that new community 
was started October 30, 1949, the 
District Tinnevelly. present there 
are fifty patients receiving treatment 
the hospital, which the only one 
the district. When the necessary wards 
can constructed they will able 


accommodate 150 patients the St. 
Joseph’s Home. Father Roche says there 
are thousands people with that 
district who are not receiving treatment. 
The treatment now being given the 
fifty patients hydnocarpus oil, and 
Father Joseph says “that all the patients 
are showing improvement their gen- 
eral condition.” However, having heard 
Promacetin, Father Roche now 
trying make arrangements for small 
amount the drug try out some 
our patients.” 


SUPERSTITION 


Associated Press clipping Jan. 
reports that some Himalayan 
tribes have quick way disposing 
serious cases. sympathy felt for 
such persons who are believed suffer 
for their sins former births. The peo- 
ple also believe that the sufferer 
sacrifices himself drowning the 
sacred Jumna River the rest the 
family becomes immune. 
Hansenite suffers from unbearable pain, 
the patient obtains permission drown 
himself the river. sacred day 
selected. Friends and relatives the 
patient gather the banks the river. 
They offer him sweets his future 
births least may sweet and free 
from the disease. fails drown 
himself, stoned death. 

India has 1,000,000 people with HD, 
one-fifth the world’s population. 


ETHIOPIA 


From the N.Y. Herald’s “The U.N. 
Yesterday” column Feb. 26: 
icine men who attempt treat (Han- 
sen’s tuberculosis, and cancer 
with ‘secret’ potions are menace 
Ethiopa, Dr. M.A.K. Dalgamouni, 
gyptian (HD) expert, reported after 
survey trip for the W.H.O. left 
enough Sulphetrone—found useful 
treating (HD) —for 700 patients for one 
year. also gave instruction oc- 
cupational therapy for (HD) patients.” 


GREECE 


Rev. Ang. Nissiotis, president, and 
Pissanos, vice-president, have report- 
1951, the name the organization 
which they head has been changed from 
The Committee Friends Lepers 
The Committee for Leprosy Greece. 
This committee was organized the 
Orthodox Christian Union under the 
auspices the Archbishop Greece. 
are happy see this change 
name. 


PHILIPPINES 


The Philippines Free Press has print- 
letter from Ray Rilla from Culion, 
Hansen’s disease community, which 


Mr. Rilla brings the attention the 
President the Philippines the reduc- 
tion one-third the amount food 
being allowed the patients. Mr, 
Rilla’s opinion, the ration not suf- 
ficient now maintain the health 
even well persons and certainly not 
enough help people with recover 
their health. diet plays large part 
the treatment HD, THE STAR 
hopes that re-adjustment will made 
quickly. 
* * * 

Fernando Paro Manila has publish- 
pamphlet “to expose the naked 
truth what everyone should know 
about Hansen’s disease for the enlight- 
enment the masses.” The pamphlet 
based theories Drs. Manalang 
and Chuyuto, who believe that children 
under the age five are susceptible 
the disease and that adults are immune. 


BRAZIL 


Excerpts from exchange corres- 
pondence: 
dear Mr. Burgess: 

government the State 
Minais Gerais has destined special 
sum the service under direction, 
for the operation fourteen new mov- 
ing dispensaries whose aim the treat- 
ment incipient cases their own 
homes, well the sending advanc- 
cases (HD communities) 

Orestes Diniz 


Dear Dr. Diniz: 

warmest congratulations 
this modern and intelligent program 
which you have bringing treatment 
that this disease can never conquered 
solely taking people 
homes, families, and their employment 
and shutting them in_ hospitals.” 

Perry Burgess 
President Leonard 
Wood Memorial and 
author Who Walk Alone 
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What Miracle Carville Has Accomplished 


Carville, Betty Martin, 
has melted hearts stone, has flung 
doors wide hitherto padlocked us, 
has caused much prejudice and fear 
discarded, has lead people admit 
their former lack knowledge inter- 
est and their guilty feeling now over 
not having troubled learn. The book 
and the condensation are being read 
widely but let’s behind the scene 
for the reaction some the charac- 
ters this history making book. 

When Betty and Harry left Carville 
their discharges knew she was 
gathering material for book. She had 
asked she could use this story 
had told her, some item from THE 
STAR, what did think this 
incident that but none had 
read line the manuscript. time 
passed wondered how was pro- 
gressing and felt discouraged when Betty 
wrote that “Writing book joke, 
it’s hard work, but getting your manus- 
cript the right hands seems 
the insurmountable barrier.” 

Imagine, then, our anxiety when 
heard that Evelyn Wells had taken the 
manuscript edit and that galley 
proofs would sent for prepub- 
ication reading. met Evelyn when 
she was Carville, but she did much 
listening and little talking and waiting 
see the finished product gave much 
the same feeling accused person must 
have while waiting the decision the 
jury. The book could much good 
well done and much harm not 
done with understanding. Had Evelyn 
Wells had enough time Carville 
really grasp the situation, wondered. 

The galley proofs, about twenty-four 
inches long and not bound stapled, 
arrived. didn’t want anyone have 
head start was agreed read 
aloud and together. Handling these 
clumsy sheets presented the first prob- 
lem, but Hank solved cutting 
piece plywood wider and longer than 
the sheets and attaching all the many 
pages with large clamp. August 
sticky hot here, gathered for the 
first reading session the breezeway 
our cottage, with pitcher punch 
nearby. night drew its blinds 
brought out floor lamp, and some 
sandwiches, and kept reading. Lady 
Alice would read until her throat got 
too tired and then take over for 
time. None could relax for felt 
much depended the printed mat- 
ter those proofs. the chapters 
were flipped over the clipboard felt 
that the yesteryears had passed review 
before us. were, for the first time, 
seeing ourselves Betty had seen each 
us, and she evidently looked through 
pink haze for only the better side 
our nature was there exposed pub- 
lic view. Long buried memories came 
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life and time the silence became very 
noticeable for were each deep our 
own thoughts and not too far from 
tears. The next moment gales laugh- 
ter could heard throughout the neigh- 
borhood pursued some incident 
even further than the book could go. 
There much the story Carville 
still untold and much which can 
never told without divulging many 
confidences entrusted through the 
years. Reading sessions rotated between 
Lady Alice’s cottage and ours and when 
the final reading was over and the gal- 
leys laid aside had feeling ex- 
hilaration. it!” exclaimed Stan- 
ley, the optimist, who has frequently 
talked mail the bushel basket full, 
“It’s bound the educational break 
waited for long.” Lady Alice, 
more conservative, said, “Yes, Stanley, 
wide circulation.” lesson faith,” 
said, “and this lesson needs 
learned our troubled world.” Hank 
commented his dry way, “It sounds 
just like Betty. She worked the lab too 
long and believes too strongly boil- 
ing and sterilizing things.” All agreed 
that Evelyn had done splendid job 
editing. 

That was last August had im- 
patiently wait until after the October 
publication release date for the reaction 
readers. Columnists gave much space 
the book and, from the scores them 
have seen, the copy was good—ex- 
tremely good. The public was favorably 
impressed and book sales got off 
good start. didn’t take long for the 
letters begin pouring in, and what 
revelation they have been us. Fre- 
quently are asked, “Is the book fac- 
tual? Are the characters real people liv- 
ing your community?” Others write, 
“May call you your first names. 
Since reading the book feel like you 
are close personal friends.” From nearby 
Baton Rouge letter read, “The story 
should long way toward making 
understand little better. our dis- 
credit, most simply not think.” 
From New York, “When people were 
discussing Miracle felt proud 
able say, know the characters the 
reader from Lancaster, Pa., 
people the book are they real. 
have found hard believe that was 
not just novel but factual.” 

have been besieged with requests 
for material for term papers students. 
Nurses have written like this one from 
Minnesota, wish the book were re- 
quired reading for every student nurse 
and also those preparing for work 
mission fields where found.” 
this one from New York, “I’m grad- 
uate nurse and during training had 
lecture and slide pictures ‘the dread 


leprosy.’ With the reading the book 
all these things rushed back.” STAR 
subscriber from Rhode Island wrote, 
“Is worthwhile book the subject 
Hansenosis. wish read true state- 
ments not literary dramatics.” in- 
structor St. Mary’s School, Muskegon, 
Michigan, wrote, “Having just finished 
reading the book I’m prompted write 
and tell you that when Betty worked 
your office was subscriber. don’t 
know how got away from all you 
but want THE STAR again and other 
material for use instructing our so- 
ciology class.” 


Book reviewers and librarians have 
written. From Wichita, Kansas, 
reporter The Eagle and review 
books for the paper. Miracle has made 
want receive your publication 
monthly.” From Burlington, Wisconsin 
Public Library, “One our patrons 
going review the book for the local 
Club. want some copies 
THE STAR show her audience.” 
librarian New Hampshire wrote, 
“At the back the library’s copies 
Miracle have typed: ‘If you are 
sympathy with the people this book 
tells about you can help them and others 
like them subscribing THE STAR 
$1.00 year.’” Since then has 
forwarded several subscriptions. 
subscriber Connecticut suggested 
her book dealer that copy placed 
the lending library for wider circula- 
tion. From nearby hamlet came this 
revealing letter, have learned whole 
lot more about the hospital through 
reading the book than have 
thirty years residence the neighbor- 
hood.” Another friend 
wrote, “This story one the great 
milestone your fight.” 

There has been marked increase 
general visitors and one the ques- 
tions ask is, “What interested you 
coming here?” More often than not 
the answer “Miracle Carville.” 
Then the visitors inquire, “Do you 
know Betty and Harry?” Most 
answer affirmatively and then are 
treated almost were wearing 
halo. Harris, our photographer, 
says Betty would let him have pic 
her for sale could rushing 
business. Not able see her pic they 
then want see the cottage where she 
lived. Being author makes you sought 
after but THE STAR staff will 
keep plodding along with our writings 
not reaching many Betty’s book 
has but satisfied with increasing cir- 
culation our publication and much 
more enlightened public opinion 
our illness, and still dreaming the 
book someday hope our 
time the Carville University 
undergrads. 


VETS PUBLICATIONS PLUG 


THE STAR 
Clippings from several veterans’ pub- 
lications soliciting subscriptions for 


THE STAR have reached recently. 
The space given our educational cam- 
paign not only appreciated but 
stimulates interest Carville and ex- 
hilarates our STAR staff. 

Directeur National Voiture Activi- 
ties, Jack Wilson, under which THE 
STAR project, wrote The Forty 
and Eighter, their national publication, 
“We suggest that some Voyageurs 
each Voiture appointed get sub- 
scriptions for THE STAR. There should 
number from each Voiture this 
magazine which making brave fight 
spread the light truth into the 
dark situation concerning Hansen’s dis- 
ease, historically known leprosy.” 

had not seen the write-up carried 
the December issue Bull Pen, put 
out Voiture New York City, 
when new subscriptions began rolling 
in. The first 126 took our breath away 
but are now becoming more accus- 
tomed the big way which they 
things. This Norman Mayer’s Voi- 
ture and has certainly carried 
through his promise us, when 
came calling 1949, talk the 
Voyageurs when returned. 

The Volume Number issue 
The Voyageur the Palmetto Grand 
Voiture, South Carolina, devoted 
column THE STAR subscription 
drive and additional space 
Carville. 

The February issue Texas Voy- 
ageur News carried article Henry 
Palmie, Grand Chef passe, which 
said, you who read the 
October STAR the report Ann Page’s 
visit our Grand Promenade must 
have done with pride. there any 
better way convincing the world that 
are not afraid Hansen’s disease 
and that are anxious every- 
thing can spread the light 
truth than having her guest 
speaker. Texas stood fourth place 
our nation the subscription tally 
last year. Put Texas the map 
sending your subscriptions now.” 

Palmie has written recently the 
fine talk Chef Chemin Fer Harold 
Haines made Texas about THE 
STAR. similar letter has reached 
from Harry Goldsmith Yuma, Ari- 
zona, enclosing fifty-one subscriptions. 
Larry Chrisco, Voiture 38, Webster 
Groves, Mo., forwarded subscriptions 
for thirty public libraries and schools 
the St. Louis area. The race close this 
year and again warn you dark 
horse” from North Carolina apt 
upset the apple cart. 


The beautiful new guestbook the 
Club Lounge the gift the DAV 
Auxiliary, through its National Hospi- 
tal Chairman Mrs. Florence Green. 


— 


CITES 
PROGRAM 


During the past two years the board 
health has made considerable progress 
modernizing the Hansen’s disease 
program. 

message the regular session 
the legislature 1949, pointed 
out that the present method isolation 
Hansen’s disease patients Kalau- 
papa was relic barbarism and, 
effect, little short legal death for the 
patients and prison sentences for the 
attendants, because its extreme isola- 
tion and difficulties access. again 
wish emphasize that the Kalaupapa 
location should scheduled for ul- 
timate abandonment though there 
plan abandon while the present pa- 
tients show desire remain there. 

treatment unit, based the most 
modern principles, has been established 
Oahu and has been named “Hale 
Mohalu.” Patients that unit are close 
the city and have specialized medical 
care readily available. They look for- 
ward leaving the institution after 
having their disease arrested means 
the sulfone drugs and other modern 
treatment. 

New patients should not forced 
Kalaupapa and strongly recom- 
mend change the law prohibit 
the sending any patient that insti- 
tution without his consent. 

Through efforts Wash- 
ington the United States public 
health service has indicated 
willingness aid our program 
for Hansen’s disease patients 
securing financial assistance from 
the federal government equal 
the cost per patient Carville. 
Since the federal government fi- 
nances the cost treating pa- 
tients from all parts the main- 
land United States Carville, 
would seem but just that equal 
financial assistance should 
provided for the care patients 
Hawaii. this matter vigor- 
ously pushed Congress, there 
can doubt its success. 
—Portion message 26th Legis- 

lature Hawaii from Governor In- 
gram Steinback, delivered February 


Information Specialist Please! 


Word really significant progress 
public education Hansen’s disease 
comes from Hawaii where the Terri- 
torial Board Health recognizing the 
vital need for full time Information 
Specialist has created such posi- 
tion. They are now looking for quali- 
fied man fill the job. Congratulations 
the Board, particularly Dr. Wilbar 
and Mr. Lawrence Judd. Would that 
the Public Health Service heed 
the Biblical injunction “go thou and 
likewise.” ED. 


MSGR. SHEEN REVISITS CARVILLE 


left right: Father Boudreaux, resident 
Catholic chaplain, Monsignor Sheen and Dr, 
Ro'lo Wolcott, our medical staff 

For many our memories this 
spring have been brightened the visit 
old and dear friend. Unlike many 
memories which fade and become hazy 
short time, this one, judge 
our recall this friend’s visit three 
years ago, will continue clear 
our minds. For many years, almost an- 
nually, Monsignor Fulton Sheen had 
visited the South speak the Loyola 
University Forum, but for some curious 
reason, had never been Carville. 

Msgr. Sheen ran against the ob- 
stacle two flat tires his first visit 
here, but made it, and brought joy 
and encouragement the patients. His 
second visit (Saturday, March 31) was 
spared car mishaps but the arrival was 
also delayed misleading directions— 
one this part the country 
seemed know how get Carville. 
There was just enough time linger 
awhile and greet old friends before his 
talk the theatre which concluded 
saying, come here gather inspi- 
May turn say Msgr. 
Sheen, “We, too,gather inspiration from 
your visits and may the return the 
swallows mean another happy visit from 
you.” 

Ed’s Although asked Joey 
write about Msgr. Sheen’s visit, 
found that she had modestly avoided 
explaining the reason for the Monsi- 
gnor’s sudden interest Carville. 
have, with apologies Joey, cut her re- 
port order give this explanation. 
While Joey was patient Tala Han- 
senarium, the Philippines, she was 
presented with the Congressional Medal 
Freedom for her work with the under- 
ground and the Cardinal Spellman Me- 
for service her fellow 
tients. Msgr. Sheen, who was present 
the ceremonies, promised Joey that 
when she went Carville, would 
visit her every was the South. 
October 29, 1948, kept his promise 
coming Carville direct from the 
airport. This second visit proves that 
promise does not easily slip Msgr. 
Sheen’s mind. 


Pass THE STAR your neighbors 
and friends. 
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Joey Guerrero 


VISITOR FROM JAPAN 


Dr. Omura goes over laboratory tests with 
Sister Hilary Ross, this hospital’s biochemist. 


Dr. Takehisa Omura Tokyo, who 
three mental hospitals, and, also, ten 
hospitals visited Carville March 
witness the techniques used here 
treating HD. Dr. Omura came the 
early January study our pub- 
lic health methods the interchange 
persons program administered the 
Department the Army. 

Following his orientation course with 
the Army Washington, Dr. Omura 
visited hospitals Baltimore, New 
York, and other eastern cities. Dr. Omu- 
spent week Carville and left for 
two day stay New Orleans. After 
stops Chicago and Denver, will em- 
bark from San Francisco for home, “in 
time see the cherry blossoms 
bloom,” said. Dr. Omura said that 
had been tremendously impressed 
this, his first trip here. declared that 
was full plans for the sick his 
country from the ideas had gained 
here. emphasized that health condi- 
tions Japan have improved greatly 
the last two years and that relations be- 
tween his people and the American oc- 
cupation forces are becoming better all 
the time. “Your country has helped 
many ways, but hope see the 
peace treaty concluded very soon 
time should learn how stand 
our own two feet.” 

There are 12,000 cases 
Japan that are registered, 9,000 whom 
are the National hospitals for 
and three additional hospitals run 
missionaries, two Catholic and one Bud- 
dhist. Dr. Omura said that they have all 
the new drugs needed. fact, said, 
“We almost have oversupply.” 
Japanese chemical company Osaka 
Protomin. 


* * * 


The recent Red Cross drive among 
patients this hospital, netted total 
$63.80, with contributions ranging 
from 25¢ $5.00. The drive was con- 
ducted the local American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit, headed its energetic 
President, Mrs. Kitty Boudreaux. 


THE STAR 


Senatorial GHOST The Month 


The superstitious horror attached 
the tragic name leprosy and the deg- 
radation and stigma associated with its 
offspring, the odious five-letter word 
raises its ugly head even high places 
and among those holding high public 
office, who should know better. 

recent editorial the Washington, 
D.C. Times-Herald discussing the Kor- 
ean imbroglio was being handled 
mishandled, depending upon your 
viewpoint, the diplomatic arena 
Lake Success said, “Calling them (the 
Chinese Communists) anything you 
like isn’t going alter the mess Kor- 
ea, but the other countries can think 
all kinds reasons why tag moral 
leprosy should not affixed.” 

The emotional connotations these 
two ancient words are deeply rooted 
the language that was almost in- 
evitable that one them should pop 
the hearings the Kefauver crime 
investigating committee. did. 

his effort produce dramatic 
effect, the television star the Kefa- 
uver hearing, terrible-tempered Senator 
Charles Tobey New Hampshire 
resorted the use the odious word. 
Although doubt unwittingly, never- 
theless, the Senator’s statement serves 
perpetuate the superstitious and fa- 
natical attitudes towards so-called lep- 
rosy and even the Senator’s congres- 
sional immunity does not prevent 
from naming him our Ghost the 
Month. Senator, shed your toga and 
put your sheet. 


Attempting draw analogy be- 
tween the call George Morton Levy 
Costello, which resulted payment 
makers away from the Roosevelt Race- 
way, and Mr. O’Dwyer’s call the un- 
derworld leader, Senator Tobey said, 
the place you see him. 
almost seems though you 
should say ‘unclean, unclean’ 
old Romans practiced it, and that you 
should leave him alone you would 
leper. But you trot his place and 
business with him.” 

sor-ree, Senator, fact from 
what hear you are sorry already. 
are told that Senator Tobey apologized 
via Gertrude Hornbostel who 
has something temper herself. 
letter published the New York Times 
(April 12,1951) lambasting Senator 
Tobey’s reference, Mrs. Hornbostel clas- 
sified the Senator among “misguided 
people.” 


Continued from Page 


BIRTH AND DEVELOPMENT 
NEW DRUG 


have professional service men the 
field who tell the doctors about our new 
products. The immediate need for sel- 
ling our product justifies the existence 
our field force, but from the stand- 
point post-graduate medical educa- 
tion they perform very valuable ser- 
vice the profession. connection 
with the training these men, run 
number sales schools where as- 
sociate, Mr. Bowles, and get chance 

Strangely enough, the outline how 
introduce new drug given above 
only very minor part the real 
work involved. doesn’t even mention 
the production problems associated with 
moving process from the laboratory 
the pilot plant and then the factory— 
the problems estimating how much 
new drug make and how get 
our inventory distributed 


ciently from one distributing center 


another. But does summarize most 
the direct interests that have with the 
Company and may give you idea 
why usually busy, and therefore, 
usually happy new work. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 


SERVE! 


Checking Accounts 


Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 

Bank Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques, 
Your Mail Box our Teller’s 
Window. 
Let know any way can 
serve you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL 
BANK BATON ROUGE 


Key Pitt 
Sports 


About six weeks ago our community 
suddenly emerged from late spell 
ice and cold and found itself 
cool, bright, soul-expanding center 
spring. The change was just abrupt 
turning the pages picture book. The 
ground was still brown, but the season 
was coaxing every sportsman take 
out his rod and reel, bat and glove, his 
clubs racket, and get out the open. 
Barbara and Van were the first heed 
the call the tennis court, but before 
many days had passed, their enthusiasm 
for the game had become contagious 
and now every day the waiting line 
getting longer and longer. 

Tennis was one time Carville’s 
favorite sport. fact was more like 
disease. the old days, breakfast 
would hardly over before the early 
morning crowd would start gather 
the court. They would always come 
with brooms, newspapers, and the like, 
which they used sweep the puddles 
water off the concrete court and ab- 
sorb the remaining moisture and dew 
the surrounding turf. Brooklyn’s 
baseball fans can called rabid 
could Carville’s tennis players, who 
were much too many for the one court 
and play continued until night closed 
the court. 

This was the background for the lo- 
most communities, courts are reserved 
one team for hour two play, 
the Carville team can continue play 
only they win their set; and they 
lose, they take their place the end 
the line and await another turn. This 
system keeps the players changing con- 
stantly and provides the varied compe- 
tition which makes for better players. 

For the past six seven years local 
tennis interest been its lowest 
ebb. Sometimes months went with- 
out game the court. This was 
practically heresy Carville tradition 
and was real pain lover the 
game like myself. this were sermon 
instead sports’ column, would say 
that was fitting that tennis should 
have its rebirth the time that nature 
bursting into fruition, but speaking 
say that real pleasure see 
such veterans the game Philomeno, 
Anita, and Manuel taking their aging 
legs out retirement join with such 
newcomers Tony, Brownie, Richard, 
Sam, make the tennis court the 
liveliest spot the community these 
days. 

Ralph Brown qualified for the hole- 
in-one’ers last month when shot 
eagle the par three, 119 yard, 
eighth hole the Point Clair golf 
course. 


OPERA BROUGHT THE 
PEOPLE 


sparkling laboratory production 
“La Traviata” modern dress 
was presented our theatre, Sunday 
evening, April 15. The lovely old opera 
made lively modern theatre under the 
direction Ralph Errolle, who heads 
the opera department staff 
This was amateurish production, 
but one which the opera department 
could take pride the singers displayed 
not only fine vocal powers but ability 
actors and actresses, with 
ence which usually comes with years 
experience. 

Irene Callaway, the twenty-one year 
and the Violetta this performance, 
has lovely voice and displayed as- 
sured technique and flexible range 
tone the “Sempre Libera” and many 
other beautiful arias throughout the 
opera. Jamison Gill, Alfredo, made 
convincing lover, handled his role with 
surety, and sang with free and fresh 
tone. Miles NeKolny was outstanding 
Germont. His voice, resonant and full 
was admirably evidenced his Second 
Act interview with Violetta. The chorus 
twenty-two voices, some whose 
members doubled minor roles, gave 
spirited and full-bodied support. 

The success this lab. production, 
which based limited number 
performers and minimum props, 
depends great extent direction, 
planning, and quality rather than quan- 
tity. these respects, U.’s travel- 
ing unit was well fortified. 

Rudolph Fellner conducted the work 
with precision and skillful pacing and 
the scoring for the two pianos produced 
amazingly satisfying accompaniment, 
which was effectively interwoven that 
one was not aware the absence the 
orchestra. 

Orchids, which were grown right 
here the hospital Manual Souza, 
were presented Miss Callaway and 
Gwen Gallegos, who sang the role 
Flora, for their fine performances the 
Point Clair Lions Club, who sponsored 
“Traviata.” Verbal orchids also 
Mrs. Ludwig, President the 
New Orleans. Opera Guild, whose or- 
ganization generously and unhesitating- 
underwrote the financing the even- 
ing’s entertainment, and the Down- 
town Baton Rouge Lions Club for fur- 
nishing the transportation for the group. 


B.J. 


All the people gathered round when 
this big variety show came town 
April Sponsored the American 
Legion Auxiliary’s Crescent City Unit 
125, New Orleans, and under the gui- 
dance Mrs. Irma Griffata, the hour- 
and-a-half show featured singers, danc- 
ers, magician, and acrobat. 


EASTER CARVILLE 


The morning dawned clear but cold 
and new Easter finery had covered 
with jackets for comfort but least the 
new Easter bonnets were evident Car- 
villians wended their way the Chapels 
for morning services. 

Both the Catholic and Protestant 
Chapels were crowded with worshipers 
and all were impressed with the beau- 
tiful flowers adorning the altars. Some 
the stately Easter lilies were sent 
the Campbell Soup girls Chicago 
and others were the gift the Disabled 
American Veterans Auxiliary, through 
their National Hospital Chairman, Mrs. 
Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich. Mrs. 
Green also sent lilies for the Club 
Lounge. 

Easter eggs and candy 
considered just for the young but the 
patients here all ages received them. 
former years, the Nicholson Unit, 
American Legion Auxiliary, Baton 
Rouge, acted our bunny. The Pres- 
ident the Unit and several the 
other members came with Mrs. Hattie 
Dayries, Department Rehabilitation 
the distribution these 
sweet treats. 

The dietetic staff outdid themselves 
serve super dinner which was top- 
ped off with chocolate eggs from the 
Dutton League Chicago. Patients 
the Episcopal faith were remembered 
with baskets from members St. 
Theresa’s Guild the St. James Epis- 
copal Church, Baton Rouge, brought 
Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Kidd. Mrs. 
Ashley; Mrs. Leonard, Mrs. Wilkes and 
Mrs. Neslier the Navy Mothers Club, 
Baton Rouge, brought fruit the vet- 
erans rather than candy. 

the evening the local American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit the 
patient body with game party the 
ballroom. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. good father never took any precautions 
againts infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts Hansen’s re- 
portable but the patient subject RESTRICTIONS.” 


* * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Han- 
sen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and de- 
scriptive name called “leprosy” because erroneous ap- 
plication word which has entirely different meaning 
the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hipprocrates refer vague group 
scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious 
importance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into 
Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used 
the word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for 
“Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the 
example the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the 
Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause 
suffering thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter 
Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six 
seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word 
had nothing common with what called “lep- 
rosy” today. The repeated expression throughout the Old 
Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo 
psoriasis but could never any acrobatics the imagination 
applied infection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s 
bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description 
leprosy garments and leprosy houses should con- 


clusive proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and 
certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the 
ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases 
which leprosy described being affliction which the 
result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) 
being sign Divine power (as the case Moses) 
being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the 
case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not dis- 
ease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 

One important feature leprosy described the New 
Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are 
described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, 
described being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Bib- 
lical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia 
today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, Uni- 
versity Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish 
Encyclopedia, Vol. and other authoritative sources. 


. 
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April showers could flood with May subscriptions each one our pres- 
ent subscribers would reach one new subscriber. Introduce THE STAR one 
your friends. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
occupational therapy for interested patients. 


and finance social service for needy patients. 


Kindly make checks money orders payable 
THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name 


State 


Subscription $1.00 per year 
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